


LIFE GROUP LEADERS!

Welcome to Student Life Camp! What you hold in your hands is the Life
Group Leader’s Guide to walk through our theme Unlikely. Our hope is that
this Leader’s Guide will equip you to effectively walk your Life Group through
each day’s Bible Study. The next few paragraphs will give you some handles
for what to expect in each day’s lesson. First … THANK YOU! Someone found
you trustworthy to lead students in studying the Bible, but you still had to be
willing to leave your comfort at home to come pour into students at camp!

DAILY OVERVIEW
The first page of each day’s Bible Study has an overview of the big idea that
we will be studying. There is a Main Point, which is the central truth we want
students to learn from the lesson. There is also an application to help students
put truth into practice called Live It Out. You will also find a focus verse and all
Scripture passages the lesson will cover. This page should help frame where
the Bible Study will take you.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
The Bible Study largely relies on discussion. Instead of having students sit and
listen to you read pages of content, our hope is that discussion will keep
students engaged and lead them to consider the truths of Scripture and how
those truths relate to their lives. With each question, we have provided a
suggested answer in parenthesis in your guide. These are not necessarily the
only correct answer, but are meant to help you get to the key thoughts of that
question.

You may be terrified with the thought of awkward silences or avoided eye
contact, but don’t panic! If your students go quiet, give them a few minutes to
answer questions individually in the notes section of their Camp Booklet, and
then ask them to share what they wrote. We think your students will open up!
Finally … we’re praying for you! Know that we have been praying for this
summer for many months and we are continuing to pray for you as you lead
this week. God is faithful and sufficient and His Word does not return void.
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OVERVIEW
LESSON 1: AN UNLIKELY CHOICE

MAIN POINT
God chooses unlikely people to accomplish His purpose.

LIVE IT OUT
Even when I feel unworthy, I choose to believe that God loves me as I am.

FOCUS VERSE: 1 SAMUEL 16:7

“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or his stature
because I have rejected him. Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for
humans see what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart.’ ”

ALL SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

1 Samuel 16:1-7; Psalm 24:1-6
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LESSON 1: AN UNLIKELY CHOICE
ENGAGE

Say: Welcome to Student Life Camp and your first Life Group Bible Study!
We are excited for this week of camp and cannot wait to see what God
does in our lives this week. Some of you may already know each other,
but to help us get to know everyone better, let’s take turns and introduce
ourselves by saying our name and favorite movie.

ICE BREAKER: LINE UP

INSTRUCTIONS:
This activity requires your students to silently line up in any type of
determined order. For example, ask your students to line up in order of their
birthdays, starting with the earliest in the year or have them line up in
descending birth order, from oldest to youngest. The prompt could be
anything they can order themselves by.

IMPART

SAY: Life moves at the rate of our choices. Did you know there are
apparently 80,000 different drink combinations that you can order at
Starbucks®? What’s your go-to Starbucks drink? [Let a few students
answer.] That is a lot of choices, but it still doesn’t come close to the
amount of  choices we face each day. What we wear, what we eat, who
we hangout with, what music to play in the car—the choices are endless.

SAY: Just like we have choices in our lives, the people we read about in
Scripture were faced with choices. Today, we're looking at a time in
history where Israel faced a hard choice—who would be their king. They
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decided on a man named Saul. Saul was known as a great warrior and
organizer. After Saul was anointed as king, his reign failed and he failed
God. It was clear that Saul could no longer be king, which worried the
prophet Samuel into looking for who God would choose to be Israel's next
king. God speaks into Samuel’s anxiety and communicates that David, a
teenage boy who served as a shepherd in the fields of his father Jesse,
would be that king. This is not the one and only time where God chooses
the most unlikely people for His purposes. Saul looked like a king, and
David didn’t. God chooses people based on the heart. Today’s passage
gives insight into how God chose David to be Israel’s king.
Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13.

ASK: Why was David such an unlikely choice to be the king of Israel?
[He wasn't part of the "royal family," he was a shepherd, he was young and
inexperienced, his brothers were better, and so forth.]

ASK: What are important qualities of a person with good integrity?
[a person’s character, possible bad habits, family background, healthy or
unhealthy relationships or simply relationships with others]

ASK: The verses we read point out that a good appearance does not equal
God’s favor. Today, we still put a lot of stock in how people look, how they
dress, or how they wear their hair. In fact, we often hide behind our looks,
our clothes, or our friends so that people don't see who we really are.
What things do you use to hide who you really are from others?
[We can hide behind such things as our talents, humor, our use of words, or
strong social skills.]

ASK: Our verse says that “the Lord sees the heart.” How is this good news
for us? How is this potentially bad news for us?
[This is good news because God sees us deeper than our skin and
experiences. This is bad news because our natural hearts are evil and have
natural desires to worship the self. Scripturally, the heart is seen as the
control center of our lives.]
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Read Psalm 24:1-6.

SAY: This Psalm was likely written by David himself or musicians under his
rule. It outlines the type of people who were able to travel up to ancient
Jerusalem for the purpose of worship. The “ascent” of the mountain is the
human picture of people wanting to enter the presence of God. Those
people have “clean hands and a pure heart”.

ASK: Verse 3 describes a person who is full of something called integrity.
Integrity occurs when our public life [i.e., clean hands] and our private life
[i.e., a pure heart] match up. Who in your life has a lot of integrity? And
what did they do to show this?
[If you feel comfortable, start this conversation by describing a person of
integrity you trust. This can be a parent, friend, mentor, or a pastor. Then
allow your students to do the same. If they don’t have an integrity-filled
person in their life, have them describe what integrity means to them.]

ASK: What we worship reveals the condition of our heart. This is why the
second half of verse 4 warns against false worship [i.e., appealing to what
is false and swearing deceitfully]. What do you want to worship more than
God? This can be a relationship, sports, school, or anything.
[Answers may vary. Idolatry can look like obsessing in our minds of an object
or a person or  like living for the approval of others over ways of the Lord.]

SAY: If we are being honest, we would have to say that none of us are
likely choices for the kingdom of God. We live in a body that is full of
weakness and darkness. The intentions of our heart are often very
different from our actions. We can easily fall into worshiping other things
and other people. God sees all of our sin—big and small. Without God, we
are left to deal with our brokenness alone.
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SAY: But here is the good news. God made a way for us to be freed from
the loneliness and brokenness that sin leaves behind. Jesus was not the
kind of King the Jews were looking for. They thought He would come as a
warrior. Instead, He came as a baby, humbled to take on the sin of the
world.

SAY: Isaiah 53 describes the Savior in verses 2-3, “He didn’t have an
impressive form or majesty that we should look at him, no appearance
that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man
of suffering who knew what sickness was. He was like someone people
turned away from; he was despised, and we didn’t value him” [Isaiah
53:2-3]. This Savior is Jesus—an unlikely man who came to save the most
unlikely people.

SAY: Jesus lived a life of perfect integrity and then chose to die
to die in our place. He took the punishment we deserve for our sin.. Jesus
then rose from the dead on the third day to free  people who were
unlikely to be in God's kingdom on their own. This freedom allows God's
unlikely chosen people to play a role in His kingdom. Just as He chose
David, He is calling you to play an important role in His kingdom.

IMPACT
To close down the lesson, give students some time to reflect, either individually [a
short quiet time where students write in their books], collectively [a group-sharing
time], or both. This might be a good moment to ask, “What is God revealing to you
right now?”

CHRIST

What makes you an unlikely choice for God?
[This answer will be different for each person. No matter what the answer is,
nothing gets in the way of God choosing us to be a part of His family.]
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COMMUNITY

Who are the unlikely people in your life you can choose to love like Jesus
loves you?
[This can be a family member, friend, or maybe someone that has hurt you.
**Use your discretion on how to guide this question.**]

CULTURE

Nothing you can do makes you more likely than anyone else to be loved
by God. That makes us all an unlikely choice for God. How does that
knowledge change the way you interact with the unlikely people of the
world?
[We don’t have to do anything to earn God’s love. When we believe this truth,
we are able to live freely—how God intended us to be.]

Pray and dismiss.

Suggested Prayer
Lord Jesus, We confess that we are professionals at living for ourselves. We
see how our desires conflict with our want to be our own bosses, and
wanting to live for You. You are ultimately the only One worth living and
dying for. Thank You for redeeming me from my sin and placing me into Your
family. I was a most unlikely person to be Your child, so I thank You for Your
mind-blowing grace and mercy upon me. Help me to extend and model that
grace and mercy toward other people. Please help me at camp this week to
absorb the things You want me to learn and strengthen our leaders and the
camp staff as they serve. Amen.
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OVERVIEW
LESSON 2: AN UNLIKELY HOPE

MAIN POINT
God is faithful and worthy of our hope.

LIVE IT OUT
Even when I feel hopeless, I will believe that God will make a way for me like
He always has.

FOCUS VERSE: 1 SAMUEL 17:37

“Then David said, ‘The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the
paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.’” Saul said to
David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you.”

ALL SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

1 Samuel 17:20-24, 32-37; Acts 4:1-13
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POST MORNING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What stuck out to you about today’s unlikely conversation?
[This question is in reference to the video played in the morning session. Each
video will correspond with the daily theme.]

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?
[You can use this time to answer any questions that your student’s have. P.S.
if you don’t know ALL the answers to their questions that’s okay!]

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? [If so, what]

SAY: What are you looking forward to today?
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ENGAGE

ICE BREAKER: I Need a Hero

INSTRUCTIONS:
The objective of this game is to get your students to imagine the following
scenario: Your house is on fire and everything is coming down around you,
but you get to call one superhero to save you. [We recommend Marvel
superheroes because they are clearly superior, but you get the point.] Who's
the hero that, if you knew they were on their way, you'd be confident
you'd be okay? Also, which hero would you NOT want to come help you?
Who would be useless? [a.k.a. No thanks Groot.].

IMPART

SAY: Every superhero movie has a moment where hopelessness feels
tangible, but without fail, the hero steps in to restore the hope of the city.
Unless it’s Avengers: Infinity War, these movies are easy to watch because
we have hope that by the end, everything will work out because of an
unlikely hero. Yesterday we met King David, who was an unlikely choice
to rule over the nation of Israel. Today, we will talk about the famous
battle between David and Goliath. David was clearly the unlikely warrior
to go up against Goliath. Goliath was a fierce warrior, who was probably at
least 9 feet tall. Goliath wanted to battle Israel's greatest warrior to prove
how much stronger the Philistines were.

SAY: David was young, inexperienced in war, and had no real weapons to
fight this giant. Imagine Kevin Hart going up against Dwanye “the Rock”
Johnson. You get the picture?
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SAY: You probably know the rest of the story. David courageously charged
toward Goliath, took a stone out of his bag, hit Goliath in the forehead,
and killed Goliath using his own sword against him. How could someone
like David have the confidence to battle a giant like Goliath? David had an
unlikely hope that doesn't quit. No matter what we're going through or
what has been done to us, this story shows us how we can have the same
unlikely hope that David had.

Read 1 Samuel 17:20-24, 32-37.

SAY: In verse 37, David is talking to Saul about how someone will go
against Goliath. David is confident that he can defeat Goliath, not because
of his strength, but because of the Lord’s. Hope isn’t just a wish we want
to come true, but rather hope is the confident expectation that God’s plan
will be accomplished. Our hope can't come from our own strength and
abilities because in our own strength, we will fail. Our hope has to be
found in God!

ASK: What characteristics of God give us confidence when facing difficult
times in life?
[God's faithfulness, love, trustworthiness, holiness, wisdom, strength/power]

ASK: The reason David had the confidence to go against Goliath is
because he remembered the times God had rescued him from difficult
situations in the past. Is there a situation in your life where you look back
and see how God was faithful to help you? [Allow students to answer.]
What did that situation teach you about God and yourself?
[We see people throughout Scripture recalling moments of God’s past
faithfulness. We can trust God because He never changes. If He was faithful
then, He’ll be faithful now.]
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ASK: Earlier in vs 36, David says to King Saul that Goliath would die
because he “defied the armies of the living God.” David's hope in God and
his boldness to obey God was far greater than his fear of losing his
reputation. What are ways you try to live for our own name? How are you
letting your fear of what other people think of you get in the way of your
obedience to God?

[Students can live for their own name through social media. It is also easy for
students to live for their own names through wanting to be known and seen
through academics and accomplishments. This can cause them to be
vulnerable to a high amount of stress and social anxiety. Their emotional
and psychological development is being bombarded by a flood of images
and messaging.]

SAY: There are many other stories of this unlikely hope. Let's look at
another in Acts 4:1-13.

Read Acts 4:1-13.

SAY: Not long after the resurrection of Jesus, the disciples, Peter and John,
were brought before a group of Jewish leaders who were attempting to
silence them about the truth of Jesus. Filled with the Holy Spirit, John and
Peter refused to stop preaching the good news of Jesus! The Jewish
leaders were alarmed at the boldness of these disciples.

SAY: The disciples were uneducated and untrained, but their boldness
came from the Holy Spirit. Sometimes, when we read about the disciples
we can think that having hope must have been easy since they could
literally SEE Jesus. The reality is that Jesus consistently rebuked the
disciples for losing hope in Him. Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He told
the disciples He would send the Spirit of Truth [John 15:26]. The disciples
had hope because the Holy Spirit was with them. This is good news for us
because we have access to that same hope today through the Holy Spirit!
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ASK: God sometimes feels far away, and we can easily lose hope. How do
we get closer to God even though we can't see Him?
[This is an opportunity to guide your students toward discussion on spiritual
disciplines such as prayer, Bible reading, serving, journaling, acts of
obedience, and so forth.]

ASK: When it comes to your day-to-day relationship with the Lord, where
do you feel like you are the strongest? Where do you sense you can grow?
[Students can often feel shame about lacking discipline in their walk with
God. This is an opportunity to share that God does not keep a tally of the
times they have missed a quiet time. Our sins have been paid in full. God
desires His children’s devotion out of love.]

ASK: How can people within your group help you grow deeper in your
relationship with God?
[Accountability is one good way to help one another grow in  relationship
with God. Good accountability does more than just acknowledge the
problem; it helps create a plan to change.]

SAY: At some point in our lives we will face challenges that seem too big
to manage. When those challenges come, it will be easy to react with fear
or to make impulsive decisions. It is in these moments that God is asking
us to trust Him and remember that He has never failed us. He knows the
outcome and we can trust Him to guide us.

SAY: Many years after the battle of David and Goliath, someone else faced
a big giant. The giant was the sin of the world, and the battlefield was a
garden outside of Jerusalem. The person who fought this battle against
sin was the greater David—Jesus.

SAY: David had hope that God would win His battle, and He did. You may
be in a season where you are hoping to see God win a battle. Our trust in
God gives us the hope to stand and enter the battle with the promise that
God will be with us. Because of Jesus' sacrifice, we have the greatest
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victory of all—freedom from sin and fellowship with God. Our hope has to
remain in that truth.

IMPACT
To close down the lesson, give students some time to reflect on the unlikely hope of
God, either individually [a short quiet time where students write in their books],
collectively [a group-sharing time], or both. This might be a good moment to ask,
“What is God revealing to you right now?”

CHRIST

ASK: What situation do you have hope in, but would be upset if things
don't turn out the way you want?
[It’s okay to be disappointed with our unmet expectations. The key to life with
Jesus is realizing that disappointment WILL happen. We are in a broken
world. God has given us hope and freedom through His word and Spirit so
that we can live a full life in a fallen world.]

COMMUNITY

ASK: Who do you know that is struggling to have hope? How can you
encourage them to trust in God during this time?
[One way we can help others struggling with deep hopelessness is to point
them to the truths of Scripture as well as a mental health professional.]

Leader Tip: We know there is a reality that you may have students that
struggle or knows someone that struggles with depression. Mental health is
serious. God cares about our mental health and wants to help us.

CULTURE

How does the hope we have in God help us conquer difficult situations we
face in the world?
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[The living hope of Christ helps us remember that all human struggles will
end at some point. We are also reminded through our hope in Christ that He
is with us in all of our struggles. Our hope in Christ means that our ultimate
future is way greater than our greatest earthly moment and someday will
make us forget our greatest failure.]

Pray and dismiss.

Suggested Prayer:
Lord Jesus, we confess that we continually build our hope around others or
things that were never designed to satisfy. You are the only One that is great
enough, wise enough, and powerful enough to meet us at our deepest need
and to bring us into an eternity with You. Please help me to remember those
truths when I am faced with challenges that make me want to react with
fear or unbelief. Help me to have confidence in You and to trust that You
really mean it when You say that You work all things for the good of those
who love You. Amen.
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POST EVENING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What did you notice during today’s session?

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? (If so, what)

SAY: What is the next step you need to take after today’s conversation?
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OVERVIEW
LESSON 3: AN UNLIKELY RESPONSE

MAIN POINT
God’s unlikely kindness leads us to repentance.

LIVE IT OUT
I will choose to trust God, knowing that my debt has been paid by Jesus’
sacrifice.

FOCUS VERSE: 2 SAMUEL 12:13

“David responded to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Then Nathan
replied to David, “And the Lord has taken away your sin; you will not die.”

ALL SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

2 Samuel 12:1-13; Psalm 51:1-2; Luke 23:42-43
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POST MORNING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What stuck out to you about today’s unlikely conversation?
[This question is in reference to the video played in the morning session. Each
video will correspond with the daily theme.]

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?
[You can use this time to answer any questions that your student’s have. P.S.
if you don’t know ALL the answers to their questions that’s okay!]

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?
[This is another question in reference to the Unlikely Conversations video! Al]

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? [If so, what]

SAY: What are you looking forward to today?

19



ENGAGE

ICE BREAKER: Plot Twist

INSTRUCTIONS:
Have everyone think about an unfortunate situation they might find
themselves in [i.e., the middle of a bank robbery, missing the game-winning
shot, pranking a friend]. Explain that everyone is going to share his or her
scenario, but as a group they're going to think of the least likely response to
the situation at hand [i.e., standing up and singing "Firework" by Katy Perry
while hiding from a murderer].

IMPART

SAY: We all respond to trials in different ways. Some of us stay calm in a
trial, while others freak out. No matter the response, we know that some
of the hardest trials will end in an unlikely response. So far, we have seen
some of David's best moments. Let’s recap the week up to this point. On
Day 1, we saw how David was an unlikely choice as a King of Israel. On Day
2,  we saw David display an unlikely hope in his battle against Goliath.
Both of these situations show great things that occurred in David’s life. In
fact, in  the early years of David’s life, it seems like one good thing after
another happens to him. Unfortunately, it didn’t stay that way.

SAY: David was one of Israel's greatest leaders. Despite his successful
reign, David was not perfect. Today, we will read about one of David's
greatest failures. So, let’s set the scene. Picture this—Israel is at war and
King David sends his soldiers into battle without going with them.

SAY: David isolated himself while the army was away. One day he saw a
woman, named Bathsheba, bathing. She was married to Uriah, one of
David's trusted soldiers who was off in battle.. David sent a messenger to
get her, and he slept with her.
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Bathsheba became pregnant soon after. Because of the guilt he felt,
David tried to cover his sin by allowing her husband Uriah to be killed in
battle.

SAY: After Uriah’s death, God sent a prophet named Nathan to confront
David about his sin.Since David was the king, he had the power to punish
and even kill Nathan. Instead David repented, and God forgave him for
one of the darkest things he had ever done.

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-13.

SAY: In this story, we see David try to cover up his sin by committing more
sins. Why do you think David kept spiraling into a sin pattern?
[David didn’t want others to know the sins he had committed. When we
experience this, we can feel like there is no turning back. The enemy tempts
us to cover up our sin so no one will see. The good news is that God sees our
sin and STILL forgives us.]

SAY: Have you ever felt like your sin is unforgivable? If so, why?
[Sometimes we feel shame because of our sin or we don’t want to deal with
the consequences, so we hide or we don’t repent. Whatever our sin, we know
that Jesus has truly paid the price for even the darkest sin. Repentance is
God’s kindness to us. It is the key to freedom and victory over our sin. If your
students are  uncomfortable with sharing in a group setting, give them time
to write it down in their camp booklet.]

SAY: Can you think of a time you forgave someone who hurt you? Was
that difficult? If so, why?
[Forgiving the unforgivable is so hard, but this is what God calls to do. We
forgive others as we have been forgiven by God. Forgiveness doesn’t mean
we have to be best friends with the person that hurt us. Forgiveness is when
we release others from the resentment, pain, or anger that we have toward
them—whether they deserve it or not.]
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ASK: It took a lot of courage for Nathan to confront King David about his
sin. Can you recall a time when a friend or family member confronted you
about something you did? Can you now say you are thankful for it?
[Confronting sin in love is something God calls us to do. If done with the right
heart, our friends and family who love God will see His love through you and
choose to follow Him more.]

ASK: How do you typically respond when someone confronts you about
something that you are doing wrong?
[It's easy to get defensive and hard to take responsibility for your actions,
especially when you're caught off guard when someone confronts you. It's
okay to take time to process what God is trying to correct in you through
another person, as long as you have a humble posture that is open to God
using others to make you more like Him.]

Read Psalm 51:1-2.

SAY: Psalm 51 is widely known as the model for repentance. These verses
give a little more insight into David’s response to his sin. David
acknowledges that God is gracious, loving, and full of compassion. After
appealing to His character, David asks God for forgiveness by blotting out
his sin, washing away the shame and guilt, and cleansing him of sin.

ASK: What are some lies about God’s character that get in the way of you
coming to Him for forgiveness? [Students might fall into beliefs about God
that He is irritable, always in a bad mood, impatient, distant, or is simply
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tired of putting up with us. If your students  need more context for “lies about
God,”  explain it as anything that is contradictory to God’s character.]

SAY: David is completely broken in this Psalm. Unfiltered and raw, he begs
for God’s forgiveness for likely one of the worst things he had ever done.
David didn’t have to clean up his mess before he came to God.

ASK: Do you ever feel like you have to "clean up" before you come to God
with your sin? If so, why?
[It's hard to admit that there is nothing we can do to fix our sin. We are only
restored to God by allowing Him to clean us up and show us the way to living
life with Him again.]

IMPACT
To close down the lesson, give students some time to reflect, either individually [a
short quiet time where they write in their books], collectively [a group-sharing time],
or both.  This might be a good moment to ask, “What is God revealing to you right
now?”

Read Luke 23:42-43.

SAY: These verses paint a picture of a very unlikely response. Jesus is
hanging on a cross between two thieves who are both mocking him. Then
one of the thieves begins to see Jesus differently, and humbly asks Jesus
to remember him when He enters into His kingdom. The thief
acknowledges that Jesus is King, and desires to know that Jesus will
remember him. The beautiful unlikely response is that  Jesus invited the
thief  into paradise, and told him that He would be in eternity with him.

CHRIST

ASK: How can you remind yourself each day of the love and forgiveness
Jesus has shown you?
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[Preaching the gospel to ourselves on a daily basis, having a text exchange
with your peers about what everyone is learning through Scripture and
prayer, journaling a daily prayer to the Lord, and so forth]

COMMUNITY

Is there someone in your life that you need to forgive? Or is there
someone that you have mistreated that you need to ask for forgiveness?
How can you make things right with this person?

[Forgiving others not only makes us right with that person, but it also brings
us closer to God. As we imitate the life that Jesus lived on earth, we must
forgive as we have been forgiven. Because we constantly sin toward others,
we need to live in a pattern of forgiving others and asking for forgiveness.]

CULTURE

ASK: In what way is the world trying to shape the way you respond to
people that hurt you? How is Jesus’ way of responding different from the
world?
[The enemy is constantly tempting us to destroy those who hurt us. Jesus
tells us to love and forgive others.]

Pray and dismiss.

Suggested Prayer:
Lord Jesus, we confess that our natural response to You as our Creator and
Sustainer is completely wrong. Instead of worshiping You, we want to make
everything about ourselves. You would be right in responding to our rebellion
with eternal separation from You. But according to Your mercy, You have
forgiven us of our sin and have placed Your Holy Spirit within us. Help us to
have a “likely” response to the “unlikely” response of Your grace. I love you,
Jesus. Amen
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POST EVENING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What did you notice during today’s session?

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? (If so, what)

SAY: What is the next step you need to take after today’s conversation?
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OVERVIEW
LESSON 4: AN UNLIKELY LOVE

MAIN POINT
When we understand God’s sacrificial love for us, we become open to
sacrificially loving others in the same way.

LIVE IT OUT
I can live a life full of love knowing that I’m fully loved by God.

FOCUS VERSE: 1 SAMUEL 18:3-4
“Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as much as
himself. Then Jonathan removed the robe he was wearing and gave it to
David, along with his military tunic, his sword, his bow, and his belt."

ALL SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 1 Samuel 24:1-7, 11-12, 17-18
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POST MORNING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What stuck out to you about today’s unlikely conversation?
[This question is in reference to the video played in the morning session. Each
video will correspond with the daily theme.]

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?
[You can use this time to answer any questions that your student’s have. P.S.
if you don’t know ALL the answers to their questions that’s okay!]

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?
[This is another question in reference to the Unlikely Conversations video! Al]

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? [If so, what]

SAY: What are you looking forward to today?
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ENGAGE

ICE BREAKER: Would You Rather: ENEMIES Edition

INSTRUCTIONS:
Have students walk to one side of the room or the other based on their responses.

● Would you rather roast your mortal enemy or say something nice to him?
● Would you rather hide laxatives in your enemy’s  food or treat her to a

5-course meal?
● Would you rather trip your enemy in the cafeteria or give him your last

pudding cup?
● Would you rather frame your enemy  for murder or give her a dozen donuts?

IMPART

SAY: As we grow up, we start to realize the complexity of relationships.
Some friendships are easy, while others can be difficult. The world tells us
to embrace our easy relationships and push our enemies as far away as
we can. Jesus has a different idea of friendship. He shows us that we need
to love our best friends and our worst enemies.

SAY: Being a person after God’s heart spills over into our relationships with
others. David had a life-giving, intimate friendship with a man named
Jonathan, and a tumultuous, exhausting relationship with a king named
Saul. Jonathan, son of Saul, was David’s best friend, while Saul was
David’s worst enemy. Often we choose to be in relationships that benefit
us and don't care about how it benefits others. David shows us an unlikely
love that gives the same grace toward his greatest friend and his greatest
enemy.

SAY: At first glance, discussing a friendship may seem insignificant, but
David and Jonathan’s friendship is unique because of Jonathan’s father,
King Saul. This was clear when King Saul turned his heart from God.  As

28



David became more famous throughout Israel for his bravery in battle,
King Saul became more and more jealous—to the point of wanting to kill
David. When Saul tried to kill David, it was Jonathan who saved David
from his father. The friendship between David and Jonathan was uniquely
held together by an unlikely love between them.

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4.

SAY: A covenant is a binding agreement between two or more people.
Breaking a covenant would be like breaking the biggest promise you’ve
ever made. When Jonathan made a covenant with David, he was pledging
his life to David.

ASK: Do you have a friend like Johnathan that will be with you in the
darkest moments of life? If not, who would you trust to be that friend?

Leader Tip: We trust you as the leader to navigate this question well! You
know the dynamics of your group. The goal is to get your students to plan for
what comes after camp.

ASK: One of our key verses says that Jonathan loved David “as much as he
loved himself.” We often struggle in friendships because we place our
own wants and needs above others. What do you love or value that gets
in the way of having great friendships?
[The greatest problem in any relationship is selfishness. If we stop focusing
on ourselves and generously give our time, resources, and love to others, we
will find freedom from our selfishness and ultimately greater joy in loving
others.]

ASK: Jonathan loved David. He loved him enough to be willing to lay his
life down. Sacrificial love like this requires humility. What holds you back
from having relationships with this type of deep, humble love?
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[Being vulnerable with your friends is the only way to create the same love
and trust that David and Jonathan had for each other. It is difficult to fight to
be vulnerable, but always worth it to love others the way Jesus loves.]

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7, 11-12, 17-18.

SAY: Loving people we like is EASY. Loving people we hate is … well,
complicated. Saul and David’s relationship was extremely complex. It’s
easy to think that David had a perfect response to this. In all actuality,
David was extremely frustrated with Saul. Saul was the one who took
away David’s entire life by constantly trying to kill him. It wasn’t that
David was perfect. He understood the love that God had for Saul, and he
respected Saul as King.

SAY: In the last 2 verses, we see how Saul responded to David’s kindness
with repentance. While we hope that love changes those who hate us,
this isn’t always reality. Loving others who hate us is always worth it. In
loving those who are the most difficult to love, we have a greater
understanding of God’s sacrificial love for us. We were once enemies of
God, yet He loved us and called us His friend.

ASK: Do you have people in your life that seem impossible to love? If so,
what is one step of kindness you can take toward them?
[Oftentimes we can be so overwhelmed by our anger or hatred of our
enemies that we don’t know where to start in the process of reconciliation.
Sometimes we just need to take it one step at a time. The first step of
kindness can be as simple as responding to their anger with kindness.]

ASK: When loving your enemy gets overwhelming, what can you do to
remind yourself of the love God has for them?
[Go to God’s Word, read about the story of His love for His people. Think about
the love God has for you, even before you loved Him. Remember that God’s
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Love can change any heart, no matter how hard. God might be using you as
a way to show that person they’re loved by God.]

IMPACT
To close down the lesson, give students some time to reflect, either individually [a
short quiet time where they write in their books], collectively [a group-sharing time],
or both.  This might be a good moment to ask, “What is God revealing to you right
now?”

SAY: Today, we talked about how Jonathan loved David, even though it
made no sense. Jonathan sacrificed so much of himself for David because
of his love for him. This is only a glimpse of the love that was to come.
Jesus’ sacrifice for us is far greater than the sacrifice anyone else could
ever give. Jesus became a servant, took on human form, and allowed
Himself to be humiliated and suffer death on the cross [Philippians 2:5-11].

SAY: Jesus lived the life that we could not live and paid for our sin through
His death on the cross. Jesus rose from the grave so that we can be freed
from sin and death. Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit so that we can be a part
of God’s kingdom on earth. The Spirit is always with us, showing us how
to love God and others in the way that God loves us.

CHRIST

ASK: Do you have any unanswered questions about Jesus’ unlikely love for
you?
[Give students the space to think about this for a second, and encourage
them to bring any questions they may have to a leader after the session. The
goal is to get students thinking about this, and encouraging an environment
for questions about faith.]
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COMMUNITY

ASK: It’s easy to talk about loving others but difficult to consistently love
others in real life. How can you rely on your church to help you love the
people around you even when you don’t feel like it?
[Without community, we will fall back into our old ways. We need others
around us to keep us accountable. Find a friend that loves God that you can
rely on to talk to when you feel frustrated or angry toward another person.]

CULTURE

ASK: Is there someone you feel called to share the good news of God’s
love with at home?
[What we learn at camp is a waste if our real lives don't change. Get your
students to make a game plan to share the gospel when they go home! Feel
free to share ways you’ve been able to see God’s love in your life.]

Pray and dismiss.

Suggested Prayer:
Lord Jesus, we confess that we do not have the natural ability to
comprehend Your great love for sinners. We are so sinful that we need Your
help to love You. We are only able to love You because You first loved us. It is
Your Holy Spirit that gives us a mind to know, eyes to see, and feet to follow.
Thank You for pleasing God for us. Without You, we would be hopelessly lost
and without any ability save ourselves. You are the ultimate solution to our
ultimate problem of sin. Give me the strength to follow You out of joyful
gratefulness for the rest of my life. I love you, Jesus. Amen.
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POST EVENING SESSION:
LIFE GROUP REFLECT

This year at Student Life Camp we have incorporated more life group time,
so you and your students have more time to connect with one another. Life
group reflect is a time for your group to reflect after each session. We have
provided 5 questions after each session. You can use this time in whatever
way benefits your group the most. Think of these questions as a guide or
starting point for your group. You will lead the discussion, and your student
has blank space in their camp booklet to reflect!

SAY: What did you notice during today’s session?

SAY: What questions do you have from today’s session?

SAY: What did you learn about Jesus today?

SAY: Was there a moment that you sensed the Holy Spirit was trying to
get your attention? (If so, what)

SAY: What is the next step you need to take after today’s conversation?
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