
2023 Backyard Kids Club Planning Guide

We’re excited you will be leading activities for kids in the community! Use this document
as a guide to plan and prepare. We have filled in many areas for you, but fill in the blank
spaces before camp. It is always a win for kids to hear several different voices leading
activities (old, young, guy, girl, etc.). If you need additional assistance in preparing, reach
out to us!

Planning Guide Sections
Ice Breaker: Introduce everyone through an interactive game or task. The goal is to break down
walls and help the kids warm up to new people. There will always be new kids that join each
day.

Bible Story: Dive into God’s word by presenting a Bible Story. Each day’s lesson will include a
new Bible Story.

Craft: Student Life will provide a box of assorted craft supplies (similar to a kids ministry
resource room at church). Each day’s lesson will include a craft activity. See the Craft Guide for
additional ideas!

Personal Testimony: Pick a student to share how God has impacted their life.

Snacks: Student Life will provide a snack-sized treat each day for the kids at each Backyard
Kids Club. A great way to involve your church is to have others donate additional snacks or juice
drinks.

Gospel Presentation: Clearly present the Gospel each day to kids. Use different people to do
this, but have one method so kids hear the repetition!

Games: Student Life will provide rec supplies to use. See the Craft Guide for ideas!



Day One: Jesus is Holy
Ice Breaker

Leader:
Activity: “W.O.W” Phrases Game
Instructions: Welcome kids to Backyard Kids Club. Ask kids what kinds of things they
like to create and build. Say: “During Twists & Turns, you will get to use all kinds of
creative supplies, objects, and activities to explore truths from the Bible, God’s
Word!”
1. Form groups of three to four kids. Give each group a paper and something to write
with (pencil,marker, crayon).
2. Tell kids that the object of the game is to create a list of phrases, silly or serious,
that begin with the initials W.O.W. such as weird owl wings or will Owen wait?
3. Set the timer for 90 seconds and guide groups to collaborate on a phrase list.
4. Call time. Allow a volunteer from each group to read their list.
5. Calculate scores: 100 points per phrase. Explain that we will learn how a miracle
Jesus performed was a “wow” event that helped Peter discover Jesus is Holy and Lord of
everything.
Supplies Needed: Paper, crayon/pencil/marker

FOR YOUNGER KIDS
Simplify the game by guiding kids to create a list of words that begin with W.
Form as many groups as you have adult helpers. Helpers will record kids’ ideas.

Bible Story
Leader:
Passage: Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11
Big Point: Jesus is holy and that changes everything!.
Christ Connection: Jesus changes everything. When we trust in Jesus as Savior and
Lord, He forgives our sin and gives us new purpose. We can invite others to follow Him
too.
Supplies Needed: Day 1 Bible Story Picture, Memory Verse Poster

Turn your Bible to Matthew 4 and Luke 5 to read today’s Bible story. Ask a volunteer to
display the Day 1 Bible Story Picture as you read.

PETER FOLLOWED JESUS
Jesus had been teaching large crowds of people about the kingdom of God.
While Jesus was standing on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, the crowds began



pressing in to hear God’s Word. Jesus noticed two boats at the edge of the lake.
Some fishermen had left their boats on the shore and were washing their nets
from fishing the night before. Jesus got into the boat that belonged to Peter. Jesus
asked Peter to take the boat into the water a short distance from the shore. Jesus
sat down in the boat and continued teaching the crowds.
After teaching the people, Jesus turned to Peter. “Take the boat out into the deep
water and let down your nets to catch fish.” Peter answered Jesus. “Master, we
worked hard all night to catch fish, and we did not catch anything. But if You say
so, I will let down the nets.”

Peter and the other fishermen obeyed Jesus. They took their boat into the deep
water and let down their nets to catch fish. When they did, they caught so many
fish that their nets began to tear and break. The fishermen were amazed! They
signaled for the other fishermen along the shore to come help them. The men
filled both boats with so much fish that the boats started to sink. When Peter saw
this miracle, he recognized that Jesus is holy.

Peter fell down at Jesus’ feet. “Go away from me,” Peter told Jesus, “because I am
a sinful man, Lord!” Peter knew how sinful he was next to Jesus’ holiness.

“Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Peter. “Follow Me, and I will make you fish for
people.” Peter and the other fishermen brought the boats to shore, left everything,
and followed Jesus.

Jesus’ miracle demonstrated that He is Lord of everything, including the sea and
everything in it. Peter saw the fish and knew that this miracle was something only
God could do. He recognized that Jesus is holy and has power that comes from
God alone. Peter was just beginning to understand who Jesus really is.

Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11

Have the students give their reactions to the story and ask them to describe the scene of nets
overflowing with fish. Use the following questions to review the story and continue your
discussion:

Review Questions
1. Why did Jesus talk to a large crowd? (to teach the people God’s Word)



2. After Jesus taught, what did He ask Peter to do? (to take the boat into deep water and let
down the nets to catch fish)

3. What made Peter’s nets begin to tear and break? (They were filled with many fish.)
4. What did Jesus say Peter would fish for in the future? (people)

Discussion Questions
1. Fishermen catch fish all the time. Why was this catch of fish a miracle?
2. How do Jesus’ miracles prove that He is holy?
3. What does it mean to follow Jesus?

Say: “Peter’s adventures with Jesus were just beginning. As he continued to follow
Jesus, Peter learned about God’s plan for him and for the whole world. After following
Jesus for a while, Peter realized that God sent Jesus to save people from sin and
separation from God. Part of following Jesus is receiving His gift of salvation, which we’ll
be talking about all this week! Another part of following Jesus is asking God to
teach us the paths He wants us to follow in our lives.”

Call attention to the Psalm 25:4 “Theme Verse Poster ” and guide kids to read it aloud
together.

Practice saying the verse together. We will use this verse each day so you may want to create
some hand motions to go with the verse to help with memory.

Ask kids if they know what it means that Jesus is holy.

Say: “Jesus is completely perfect and set apart from everything else. No one else has
ever been, or will ever be, exactly like Jesus! Understanding
that Jesus is holy should change the way you think and act because you want to
honor and obey Him.”



ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS, RHINO,
DOG
(Additional ACTIVITY if needed—10
MINUTES)
1. Call attention to the “Theme Verse
Poster”. Say: “God has a good plan for
your life. You can learn more about it by
asking Him to teach you His paths.”
2. Ask kids if they know how to play
“Rock, Paper, Scissors” and if they
think the game is
easy or hard to play. Say: “To make
‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’ more
challenging, people
sometimes add extra motions. You can
play a game like that today!”
3. Teach kids the motions for the two
additional items in the game: rhino
(extend index
finger from nose like a horn) and dog
(stick out tongue and make dog ears
with
cupped hands).
4. Display the “Rock, Paper, Scissors, Rhino, Dog” guide. Explain which moves will beat other
moves such as “Rhino Scares Dog” or “Dog Buries Rock.”
5. Guide kids to find partners. Lead everyone to play a sample game and check the
guide to determine who won.
6. Once kids get the hang of the game,
allow partners to play independently. The
winner
of each round will read the verse aloud.
7. Every two or three rounds, call out
“Switch!” Guide kids to find new partners
and
play again.

Craft
Leader:
Activity: Fishers of Men
Instructions: Cut construction
paper into fish shapes.



Have the kids decorate the fish with notes about how to follow Jesus. Punch holes in
each fish. Help the kids string the fish on a ribbon. The kids can add extra decorations as
needed. Remind the kids that Jesus wants us to be fishers of men and follow him!
Supplies Needed: Construction paper, scissors, markers or crayons, hole punch, tape
or glue sticks, string

Personal Testimony
Leader:

Snacks
Leader:
Supplies Needed: Student Life provided snacks

Gospel Presentation
Leader:
Supplies Needed: Gospel poster

Call attention to the first two points of the Gospel Poster. Say: “Any action, attitude, word, or
thought that does not please God is a sin.” Emphasize that because God is perfect and holy
(God rules), He cannot be in the presence of sin.

Explain to kids that today they heard God created a perfect world and sin separates us from
Him. Share with kids that God loves them so much, He provided a way for everyone to be
permanently forgiven from sin through Jesus becoming our Savior by his death and resurrection.
Read, or ask a volunteer to read, Romans 5:8.

Lead in prayer. Encourage kids to silently finish this prayer starter. “Jesus, please forgive me for
________. Thank you for your forgiveness!”

Gospel Poster Notes

1. God Rules-The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is
in charge of everything. (Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16-17)

2. We Sinned-Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God.
(Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin.
Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

3. God Provided-God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to
rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never
earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9)



4. Jesus Gives-Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again.
Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity.
This is the best gift ever! (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18)

5. We Respond-We can respond to Jesus. The ABCs of Becoming a Christian is a simple
tool that helps us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to receive
the gift Jesus offers.

ADMIT to God that you are a sinner. The first people God created chose to sin and disobey
God. Ever since then, all people have chosen to sin and disobey. (Romans 3:23) Tell God you
messed up and you are sorry for doing your own thing, and turning away from Him through your
thoughts, words, and actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. (Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent
doesn’t just mean turning from doing bad things to doing good things. It means turning from sin
and even from your own good works, and turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him to save you.

BELIEVE that Jesus is God’s Son and accept God’s gift of forgiveness from sin. You must
believe that only Jesus can save you, and you cannot save yourself from your sin problem—not
even by praying to God, going to church, or reading your Bible. Your faith or your trust is only in
Jesus and what He did for you through His life, death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12;
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell others what you
believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord,
which means He is in charge of your life. You can start following Him and doing what He says in
the Bible. You are born again into a new life and can look forward to being with God forever.
(Romans 10:9-10, 13)

Games
Leader:
Game 1:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 2:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 3:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:



Day Two: Jesus Is Forgiving

Ice Breaker
Leader:
Activity: “Look It!” game
Instructions: Hold “Look It!” gameboard and guide kids to stand or kneel around you so
everyone can see the gameboard. Name any one of the items shown on the gameboard.
Kids will try to find the item and raise their hand when they can point out where it is. The
first person to point out the object may emcee the next round of the game, naming the
object of their choice. After a few rounds, say: “Some of the pictures on the gameboard
can be used to tell a story about Jesus and Peter.”
Supplies needed: “Look it!” gameboard

Bible Story
Leader:
Passage: Luke 22:31-34,54-62; John 18:15-18; 21:1-19
Big Point: Jesus is forgiving even when I sin.
Christ Connection: Jesus changes everything. When we trust in Jesus as Savior
and Lord, He forgives our sin and gives us new purpose. We can invite others to follow
Him too.
Supplies Needed: “Look it!” gameboard, memory verse poster, Day 2 Bible Story picture

Open your Bible to Luke 22. Have volunteers point to each picture on the gameboard noted in
bold type below before you tell that segment of the Bible story:

PETER DENIED JESUS AND WAS RESTORED

Rooster. (over 5 squares, down 7)

Jesus knew He would soon be arrested, crucified, and buried in a tomb. And, He
knew He would be resurrected on the third day. Jesus even knew His disciples
would be afraid and abandon Him for a while. Jesus told Peter that difficult times
were coming and Jesus had prayed for Peter. Peter declared that he would follow
Jesus to prison or even to death. Jesus replied that Peter would deny he knew
Jesus three times that very night before the rooster crowed.

Fire. (over 4 squares, down 9)



Later that night, in the garden of Gethsemane, soldiers came and arrested Jesus.
They took Him to the high priest’s house and made up charges against Jesus.
Peter followed at a distance. Several people were sitting around a charcoal fire.
Peter joined them. A woman in the group recognized Peter and said, “This man
was with Him.” Peter declared, “I don’t know Him.” Then someone else saw Peter,
“You are one of them too.” Peter again declared, “I am not!” About an hour later
another person said, “I am certain this man was with Him.” Peter replied, “I don’t
know what you are talking about!”

Rooster. (over 5 squares, down 7)

Just then a rooster crowed. Jesus turned and looked right at Peter. Peter
remembered what Jesus had said. Peter left, filled with shame and crying with
regret.

Cross. (over 6 squares, down 4)

The next day, Jesus was crucified and died on a cross. His body was buried in a
tomb. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead! Jesus then appeared to Peter
and the rest of the disciples that day and again a week later.

Fish. (over 2 squares, top row)

Some time later Peter decided to go fishing. Six of the other disciples went with
him. They fished all night but caught nothing. The next morning a man on the
shore called out, “Friends, you don’t have any fish, do you?” The disciples
answered no. The man said, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat.” They did
and the net filled with so many fish they could not haul it in. Suddenly John, one
of the disciples, realized the man was Jesus! He told Peter, “It is the Lord!”

Fire. (over 4 squares, down 9)

Peter plunged into the water and swam to shore. Jesus had a charcoal fire ready
and asked them to bring some of the fish. There were 153 fish in the net! Jesus
took the bread and fish that He had cooked and shared it with them.

Heart. (over 3 squares, down 8)

After they had eaten, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love Me?” Peter replied, “Yes,
Lord, You know I love You.” Jesus asked a second and a third time. Each time



Peter answered yes. Each time Jesus told Peter to take care of His sheep (that
meant the other followers of Jesus). Peter had denied Jesus, but Jesus knew Peter
was ready to return to following Him.

Luke 22:31-34,54-62; John 18:15-18; 21:1-19

Show kids the Bible Story Day 2 Picture and review the story. Use the following questions to
review the story and continue your discussion:

Review Questions

1. What promise did Peter make to Jesus? Did he keep it that night? (that he would follow
Jesus to prison or to death; no)

2. What did Peter do three times while Jesus was under arrest? (He said he did not know
Jesus.

3. How soon after Jesus died on the cross did He rise from the dead? (on the third day)
4. What miracle did Jesus do for the disciples as they were fishing? (He helped them catch

a lot of fish)
5. What did Jesus ask Peter to do? (to take care of His sheep/ other followers of Jesus)

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Peter said He was not one of Jesus’ followers?
2. Peter had made some huge mistakes. Why do you think Jesus trusted Peter to take care

of His followers?
3. Why do you think Jesus forgives people, even when they sin?

Repeat the Big Point of the day with kids: “Jesus is forgiving even when I sin.”

Call attention to the Psalm 25:4 poster. Refresh kids’ memories by guiding them to read the
verse aloud in unison.

For older kids: Have them line up and say one word of the verse at a time. Once the verse has
traveled down the line in one direction, prompt kids to repeat the verse going in the opposite
direction. Repeat the back-and-forth process several times.

Teach this simple call and response, then use it as an attention-getter: “Jesus Is …” They
should respond, “Forgiving!”



Craft
Leader:
Activity: Jesus as Lamb of God
Instructions: Help kids cut
construction paper or cardstock in
the shape of a sheep body. Have
them glue popsicle sticks to the
sheep to represent legs.. Attach
cotton balls or string to represent
wool around the sheep. Add a
head and face, along with any
other desired decorations. Add
verses or captions to help kids
remember Jesus as the Lamb of
God who takes away our sins! (John 1:29)
Supplies: Construction paper/cardstock, popsicle sticks, glue sticks, crayons/markers,
string, cotton balls, scissors

Personal Testimony
Leader:

Snacks
Leader:
Supplies Needed: Student Life provided snacks

Gospel Presentation
Leader:
Supplies Needed: Gospel poster

Display the Gospel Poster and point out the next two points: God provided and Jesus Gives.

Say: Tell kids that sin is a word that means missing the mark, or goal, God has for a
person’s life, like an archer missing a target or a basketball player missing the basket.
The goal God has for each person is for everyone to follow and obey Him.

Explain that “Anything you say, do, or think that disobeys God is sin. Sin separates you from
God.” Through Jesus, God provided a way for us to be forgiven of our sins!

Say: “Only Jesus has the power to remove the penalty for sin.”



“People who trust Jesus are forgiven from sin and given the gift of eternal life—
life with Jesus in heaven forever!” Explain that to become a Christian (a follower
of Jesus), a person must repent, or turn away from sin, and receive Jesus’ gift of
forgiveness from sin.

Encourage boys and girls to silently thank Jesus for His love and forgiveness as you do
the same aloud.

Direct kids to pray with you. Ask God to help kids understand His plan of salvation and to make
it clear to kids when it is time to trust Jesus as Savior. Let kids know where and when you will
be available to answer questions they may have about trusting Jesus as their Savior.

Gospel Poster Notes
1. God Rules-The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is

in charge of everything. (Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16-17)
2. We Sinned-Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God.

(Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin.
Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

3. God Provided-God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to
rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never
earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9)

4. Jesus Gives-Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again.
Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity.
This is the best gift ever! (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18)

5. We Respond-We can respond to Jesus. The ABCs of Becoming a Christian is a simple
tool that helps us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to receive
the gift Jesus offers.

ADMIT to God that you are a sinner. The first people God created chose to sin and disobey
God. Ever since then, all people have chosen to sin and disobey. (Romans 3:23) Tell God you
messed up and you are sorry for doing your own thing, and turning away from Him through your
thoughts, words, and actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. (Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent
doesn’t just mean turning from doing bad things to doing good things. It means turning from sin
and even from your own good works, and turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him to save you.

BELIEVE that Jesus is God’s Son and accept God’s gift of forgiveness from sin. You must
believe that only Jesus can save you, and you cannot save yourself from your sin problem—not
even by praying to God, going to church, or reading your Bible. Your faith or your trust is only in
Jesus and what He did for you through His life, death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12;
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)



CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell others what you
believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord,
which means He is in charge of your life. You can start following Him and doing what He says in
the Bible. You are born again into a new life and can look forward to being with God forever.
(Romans 10:9-10, 13)

Games
Leader:
Game 1:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 2:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 3:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:



Day Three: Jesus Is For Everyone

Ice Breaker
Leader:
Activity: “Pass the Plate” Game
Instructions: Direct kids to form a circle. Set a timer for a random number of seconds
(anywhere from 20–60). 2. Show kids the first labeled plate. The object of the game is
not to be caught with the plate when the timer goes off. However, in order to pass the
plate to the next player, a kid must name an item that fits the category and has not
already been said. 3. When time expires, the player holding the plate will begin the next
round. Hand him a new plate and reset your timer. 4. Continue in the same way until all
the plates have been used.
Supplies: 4 Paper Plates (With one of the following phrases on each plate: names that
begin with “C”; jobs people do; animals; parts of a house).

FOR YOUNGER KIDS
Omit the timed element. Simply let kids pass the plate around the circle and name an
appropriate item. Change plates after everyone has responded.

Say: (While holding the labeled plates) “A soldier (jobs people do) named Cornelius
(names that begin with C) learned about Jesus because someone on the roof (parts
of a house) had a vision about some animals.”

Bible Story
Leader:
Passage: Acts 10
Big Point: Jesus is for everyone, including me.
Christ Connection: Jesus changes everything. When we trust in Jesus as Savior
and Lord, He forgives our sin and gives us new purpose. We can invite others to follow
Him too.
Supplies Needed: Day 3 Bible Story Picture, Memory Verse Poster

Open your Bible to Acts 10 and begin telling the story. Have a volunteer display the “Day 3 Bible
Story Picture” as you read.



PETER TOLD CORNELIUS ABOUT JESUS

Cornelius was a Roman army officer who lived in Caesarea (sess uh REE uh). He and
everyone in his house worshiped God. He always prayed to God, and he generously
gave to people who needed help. One afternoon he saw an angel of God in a vision.

The angel told him, “God has heard your prayers, and He has seen how you help
others.” Then the angel told Cornelius to send men to the city of Joppa and find a man
named Peter. The angel told Cornelius where Peter was staying. Cornelius did what the
angel said.

The next day, while the men were getting close to the city, Peter went to pray on the
roof of the house where he was staying. He was hungry and wanted something to eat,
but while lunch was being prepared, he had a vision. Peter saw something that looked
like a large sheet coming down from heaven. There were all kinds of animals, reptiles,
and birds in the sheet. A voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”

These were animals that were forbidden by God’s laws to be eaten, so Peter said, “No,
Lord. I have never eaten anything that is unclean.” The voice said to him again, “Do not
call something unclean if God has made it clean.” This happened three times.

Peter was confused. While he was trying to understand what the vision meant, the
men looking for him arrived at the gate. The Holy Spirit told Peter, “Three men are here
looking for you. Get up, go downstairs, and go with them because I have sent them.”
The men told Peter about Cornelius and about how an angel had told Cornelius to
send for Peter.

The next day Peter went with the men to Caesarea. Cornelius had gathered his family
and friends to hear Peter’s message. Peter said, “You know it is against our laws for a
Jewish person and a non-Jewish person to visit together in a home. But God has
shown me not to think of people in this way.”

Peter spoke, “God does not show favoritism. Every person can be seen as right or
acceptable to God through faith in Him. Jesus is Lord of all.” He reminded them that
they knew Jesus had performed miracles. The people who had been with Jesus saw



Him be put to death on a cross. But God raised Him to life on the third day. Jesus told
His followers to tell more people about Him. Peter explained that everyone who
believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven.

While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit came down on everyone who heard the
message, not just the Jews. Peter commanded them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus, and they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Acts 10

Review Questions

1. How did Cornelius know to send for Peter? (An angel told him.)
2. What event or events prepared Peter to go peacefully with Cornelius’ men? (a vision of

animals coming down from heaven; The Holy Spirit told Peter to go.)
3. What truths did Peter learn from his experience? (God does not have favorites. Anyone

can have faith in Jesus.)

Discussion Questions

1. How do you feel around people who are very different from you?
2. What kinds of things can you do to start a friendship with someone who is different from

you?
3. How would you start a conversation about Jesus with someone who knows very little

about Him?
4. What are things about Jesus that are true for all people?

Repeat the Big Point of the day with kids: “Jesus is for everyone, including me!”

Use the “Psalm 25:4 Poster” to review the BYKC theme verse. Allow volunteers to say the
verse from memory.



Craft

Leader:
Activity: God Loves the World Globe
Instructions: Pass out the plates.
Decorate one side of the paper plate
as an “Earth”, with blue marker or
paper for water and green paper for
land (glued on top of the “oceans”).
On the other side of the plate, kids
can either cut out a cross out of
construction paper or draw a cross
with marker/crayon.Decorate both
sides with extra decorations and
captions or verses.
Attach a string so kids can hang the
plate and remember the importance of
Christ’s sacrifice. The kids could write
John 3:16 on both sides starting with
“For God so loved the world..” They
could also write the daily theme:
"Jesus is for Everyone!”
Supplies: Construction paper, paper
plate, markers or crayons, glue, hole
punch, scissors, string

Personal Testimony
Leader:

Snacks
Leader:
Supplies Needed: Student Life provided snacks

Gospel Presentation
Leader:
Supplies Needed: The Gospel poster

Say: “When Jesus died on the cross, He followed God’s plan to take the
punishment for the sins of all people. When Jesus rose from the dead, He proved



that He has power over death. Because He is alive, you can trust Him as your
Savior and Lord!”

Use the Gospel Poster to review the first four points of the plan of salvation. Call attention to
the final icon - “We Respond.”

Say: “When you understand these important truths about Jesus, you can respond by
admitting to God you have sinned and telling Him you want to turn away from your sin.
You can believe that Jesus rose from the dead and receive God’s gift of forgiveness from
sin. You can confess your faith by telling others that Jesus has saved you and is your
Lord—in charge of your life.”

Assure kids that it’s OK if they aren’t ready to talk about becoming a Christian. God will help
them know when it is time. Let kids know that you would love to privately answer any questions
they have about salvation and becoming a Christian.

FOR OLDER KIDS

Provide copies of the “Twists & Turns Response Cards” (Pictured to the Right). Encourage kids
to complete the cards to express what they know, or would
like to know, about salvation. Emphasize that there is no
pressure for kids to make a decision today and there is no
right answer. Collect cards and plan times to go through
them and to follow up on questions.

Invite a volunteer to thank Jesus for His love and His gift of
salvation from sin. Remind kids that you are available to
privately answer their questions about salvation any time
during the BYKC.

Tell kids that teaching them has been a source of joy for
you during Backyard Kids Club! Encourage them to return
to a local church’s regular weekly Bible studies for kids. Ask
if anyone needs help getting connected to a local church
and record information on your attendance sheets.



Gospel Poster Notes
1. God Rules-The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is

in charge of everything. (Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16-17)
2. We Sinned-Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God.

(Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin.
Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

3. God Provided-God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to
rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never
earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9)

4. Jesus Gives-Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again.
Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity.
This is the best gift ever! (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18)

5. We Respond-We can respond to Jesus. The ABCs of Becoming a Christian is a simple
tool that helps us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to receive
the gift Jesus offers.

ADMIT to God that you are a sinner. The first people God created chose to sin and disobey
God. Ever since then, all people have chosen to sin and disobey. (Romans 3:23) Tell God you
messed up and you are sorry for doing your own thing, and turning away from Him through your
thoughts, words, and actions. Repent, turn away from your sin. (Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent
doesn’t just mean turning from doing bad things to doing good things. It means turning from sin
and even from your own good works, and turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him to save you.

BELIEVE that Jesus is God’s Son and accept God’s gift of forgiveness from sin. You must
believe that only Jesus can save you, and you cannot save yourself from your sin problem—not
even by praying to God, going to church, or reading your Bible. Your faith or your trust is only in
Jesus and what He did for you through His life, death, and resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12;
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

CONFESS your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell others what you
believe. If Jesus is your Savior, you are trusting only in Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord,
which means He is in charge of your life. You can start following Him and doing what He says in
the Bible. You are born again into a new life and can look forward to being with God forever.
(Romans 10:9-10, 13)

Explain that these three words (Admit, Believe, Confess) are our response to the Holy Spirit to
receive the gift God offers through Jesus.



Games
Leader:
Game 1:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 2:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:
Game 3:
Instructions:
Supplies Needed:



Supplies Provided
You will receive these items before you leave for your mission site. Label any

additional supplies you bring with your church name.

Recreation
● Basketball
● Beachballs
● Blindfolds
● Chalk
● Cones
● Football
● Frisbees
● Jump Ropes
● Kickball
● Parachute
● Rip Tag Flags
● Soccer Ball
● Wiffle Ball Set

Crafts
● Assorted Coloring Sheets
● Beads
● Cardstock
● Construction Paper
● Crayons
● Envelopes
● Glue Bottles
● Glue Sticks
● Googly Eyes
● Hole Punch
● Magnets
● Markers
● Masking Tape
● Memory Verse Labels
● Paper Plates
● Salt
● Scotch Tape
● Spray Bottle
● Yarn

Snacks
● At Backyard Kids Clubs, an individual snack pack per kid per day (Things like

Cheez-Its, Chips, and Cookies)
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10. Day 1 Bible Story Picture (Day 1) • VBS 2023 Backyard Kids Club Kit • Use as directed on Day 1. CHILDREN



13. Day 3 Bible Story Picture (Day 3) • VBS 2023 Backyard Kids Club Kit • Use as directed on Day 3. CHILDREN



15. Day 5 Bible Story Picture (Day 5) • VBS 2023 Backyard Kids Club Kit • Use as directed on Day 5. CHILDREN
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START IT !4 MINUTES"

1. Form groups of three to four kids. Give each group a scratch pad and a pencil.

2. Tell kids that the object of the game is to create a list of phrases, silly or serious,  
that begin with the initials W.O.W. such as weird owl wings or will Owen wait? 

3. Announce that bonus points will be awarded if kids include the “Mystery Phrase” 
sealed inside your envelope.

4. Set the timer for 90 seconds and guide groups to collaborate on a phrase list.

5. Call time. Allow a volunteer from each group to read their list. 

6. Calculate scores: 100 points per phrase, with a 1,000 point bonus for the mystery 
phrase. Dramatically open the envelope, reveal the phrase, and explain that 
walking on water was a “wow” event that helped Peter discover Jesus is 
trustworthy.

FOR YOUNGER KIDS

Simplify the game by guiding kids to create a list of words that begin with W. 
Form as many groups as you have adult helpers. Helpers will record kids’ ideas.

LEARN IT !10 MINUTES"

1. Open your Bible to Matthew 14. Tell kids that as they hear the Bible story, they will 
play a picture guessing game. Tell each story segment first, then you or another 
adult leader will draw a sketch of the clue word listed for kids to guess. Let kids 
know that the picture is related to the part of the story you just told. Allow kids to 
guess what you are drawing and then to copy your drawing on blank paper. Tell 
the story in your own words.

FOR OLDER KIDS

Draw pictures first, guide kids to guess, then tell that segment of the story.

PETER WALKED TO JESUS ON THE WATER
People followed Jesus everywhere He went. They wanted to hear Him teach 
about God. After a long day of teaching near the Sea of Galilee, Jesus said 
goodbye to the crowds and told His disciples to go ahead of Him in a boat. Then 
Jesus went up on a mountain to pray.

(Clue word: mountain)

Late at night, the disciples’ boat was far from shore. The wind began to blow and 
the water grew rough and choppy. The waves beat against their boat while the 
winds pushed harder and harder against them.

(Clue word: boat)

DAY 2 
JESUS IS TRUSTWORTHY

THIS PAGE OK TO COPY • ROCK, PAPER, SCISSORS, RHINO, DOG • MAKE ONE COPY PER KID AND USE ON DAY 2.

BIBLE STORY:
Peter Walked to Jesus on the Water (Matthew 14:22-33)

TODAY’S POINT: 
Jesus is trustworthy even when I doubt.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Jesus changes everything. When we trust in Jesus as Savior 
and Lord, He forgives our sin and gives us new purpose. We 
can invite others to follow Him too.

BIBLE VERSE: 
Make your ways known to me, L#$%; teach me your paths. 
Psalm 25:4

Shew me thy ways, O L#$%; teach me thy paths.  
Psalm 25:4 (KJV)

BONUS VERSE: 
Isaiah 41:10

START IT PREP

 ! Scratch pads or legal pads

 ! Blank paper

 ! Timer

 ! Envelope 

 ! Pencils

 ! Write walking on water on 
a sheet of paper, fold, and 
place in the envelope. Seal 
the envelope and write 
MYSTERY PHRASE on the 
outside of the envelope.

LEARN IT PREP

 ! Bible

 ! Kit item 12

 ! Dry erase lap board and 
dry erase markers

 ! Paper 

 ! Using the sample sketches 
on the next page, prepare 
to draw simple sketches 
of the following words/
phrases: mountain, boat, 
walking on water,  
wind, stop 

LEADER TIP
If you feel the activity could 
be too distracting for your 
group, simply tell the story 
first. Then go back through 
the story doing the activity. 
Repetition enhances learning.

SCISSORS cut 
PAPER

PAPER covers 
ROCK

ROCK trips 
RHINO

RHINO scares 
DOG

DOG chews 
SCISSORS

SCISSORS poke 
RHINO

RHINO tramples 
PAPER

PAPER trains 
DOG

DOG buries 
ROCK

ROCK crushes 
SCISSORS 



START IT !3 MINUTES"

1. Form two relay teams for a round of “Flop, Hop, and Fly.” 

2. A player from each team will “flop” the soft flying disc in front of his toes, hop  
over it, retrieve it, drop it in front of his toes again, and hop over it again. Players 
 will continue the pattern until they reach the “Finish” line. Then they can fly the 
disc back to the next teammate in line.

3. The first team to move all its players to the “Finish” line wins the game.

4. Say: “In today’s Bible story, there was quite a commotion when a man began to hop 
and leap for the first time in his whole life!” Guide kids to retain their teams as they 
sit to listen to a Bible story. 

LEARN IT !8 MINUTES"

1. Call attention to the “Story Spinner” (item 17). Open your Bible to Acts 3. Explain 
that the story happened sometime after Jesus rose from the dead and returned to 
heaven. 

2. Alternate members from each team you formed during Start It. Allow kids to take 
turns spinning the spinner until it lands on SILVER OR GOLD! Award 100 points to 
the team and then tell the corresponding segment of the story. (To conserve time, if 
no one lands on the caption after three tries per team, manually move the spinner 
to the correct heading and continue.) Tell the story in your own words, pausing at 
each heading to allow teams to spin.

PETER SPOKE BOLDLY ABOUT JESUS
(SILVER OR GOLD!) Peter and another disciple, John, were walking to the temple 
when they saw a man who couldn’t walk, which meant he couldn’t earn money to 
buy food. He begged Peter and John to give him money. 

“I don’t have silver or gold,” Peter told the man, “but what I do have, I give you: in 
the name of Jesus, get up and walk!”

(WALK AND LEAP!) Through Jesus’ power, the man was healed. He was so 
excited. He entered the temple with them walking and leaping and praising 
God. The people in the temple knew the man and rushed over to ask what had 
happened.

Peter told the people that Jesus gave John and him the ability to heal the man. 
He reminded the crowd about everything that had happened: how the crowd 

DAY 4: 
JESUS IS WORTH FOLLOWING
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. START IT PREP

 ! Soft indoor flying  
discs (2)

 ! Painter’s tape or jump 
ropes—Mark “Start” 
and “Finish” lines on 
opposite sides of the 
teaching area.

LEARN IT PREP

 ! Bible

 ! Kit items 14 and 17

 ! Brad

 ! Paper clip

 ! Assemble the “Story 
Spinner” (kit item 17) 
as directed on the item 
using the brad and 
paper clip.

 ! Option: In lieu of a brad 
and paper clip spinner, 
use the VBS 2023 
Suction Cup Spinner 
(9781087776620) with 
the “Story Spinner.”

BIBLE STORY: 
Peter Spoke Boldly about Jesus (Acts 3:1–4:24)

TODAY’S POINT: 
Jesus is worth following even when it gets tough.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
Jesus changes everything. When we trust in Jesus as Savior 
and Lord, He forgives our sin and gives us new purpose. We 
can invite others to follow Him too.

BIBLE VERSE: 
Make your ways known to me, L#$%; teach me your paths. 
Psalm 25:4

Shew me thy ways, O L#$%; teach me thy paths.  
Psalm 25:4 (KJV)

BONUS VERSE: 
Acts 4:12

Write your name here!

What do you think 
about trusting Jesus 
as your Savior and 
Lord? Circle the 
game square that 
represents  
you best.
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